
Dear families,  

Today we are launching 
our Voluntary Parent 

Donation Scheme.  The idea for 
this scheme came from 
parents and we are working in 

conjunction with ILOF to maximise 
donations through their gift aid facility.  
A letter outlining the scheme and how to 
contribute to it is attached to this 
parentmail.  Money raised from this 
scheme will go towards the wider 
opportunities that we provide within the 
school day such as whole class 
instrument lessons, forest school, 
workshops and chess.  With additional 
and sustained funding 
opportunities like these will 
continue to be a feature at 
Ivydale. 
We are extremely grateful for 
your continued support. 
Helen Ingham, Headteacher  
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Ivydale Parent and Pupil Surveys 2017 
 
Thank you to all who took part in the annual parent and carers’ survey (and also to everyone who 
completed the online Ofsted survey). The governors and senior leaders review all the information 
from the survey and it is genuinely useful in informing planning and helping make the school an 
even better place.  
 
We would also encourage parents to come along to the parent forum sessions.  The forum is an 
excellent way for parents and carers to learn more about the school and to share their thoughts.  
Indeed, after a parent forum session this year some parents suggested that we also share the 
headlines from the pupil survey – which we will do from now on.     
 
The data from the survey includes both scores and comments (the actual scores are available to 
view on our website).  In summary, the views of the parents that took part are:  
 
• 94% feel that their children are happy at Ivydale.  

• 92% think their children are well looked after and 95% consider their children to be safe.    

• 80% would recommend Ivydale to another parent and 781% believe that Ivydale is meeting their 
child’s needs.  

• 82% think children are taught well and 79% feel their children are making good progress. 

• 85% feel that staff expect children to do their best and 84% feel that staff encourage them to 
become mature and independent.  

• 74% of parents think that Ivydale is led and managed well.  

• 87% believe that pupils behave well at the school.  

• 35% agree that Ivydale deals effectively with bullying, 12% disagree (53% do not know).  

• 80% think that Ivydale communicates effectively with them. 

• 17% feel that they do not know how to help their child at home and 31% feel that they are not kept 
informed about their child’s progress.  The school focused on these areas last year.  The number 
agreeing that they know how to help their child at home have increased, but there is still work to 
do in informing parents about their child’s progress.  

• 56% feel that Ivydale takes account of their views, 18% feel that Ivydale does not respond well to 
concerns.  

• 68% feel that their children are given appropriate homework for their age. 

• 52% believe that governors play an effective part in governing Ivydale, 4% do not and 44% of all 
parents did not know. 

Overall the picture from parents was very positive, and slightly more positive than last year’s 
survey. The survey form also enabled parents to give specific comments, if they wished.  As 
with last year survey there are many common themes amongst the positive comments, notably 
the community feel of the school; the creativity of the curriculum; the friendly and inclusive 
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Parents’ evenings are 
next week and the week 

after half term.  These 
are very important 

meetings where you can 
discuss your child’s progress and next 

steps in their learning.  We look forward 
to seeing you all there.  Don’t forget to 
book your appointment if you haven’t 

already done so.

BIRTHDAYS 

We love to acknowledge a child’s 
birthday at school but we cannot 
accept large birthday cakes, candles 

or party bags to give out in school.  If 
your child would like to share a 

birthday treat then please only send in 
individual treats which will be handed out at the 
end of the day for children to take home.  

INFORMATION 
SESSION FOR 
PARENTS             
FRIDAY 28TH 
FEBRUARY 9.15-10.30AM                             
INVERTON HALL 

AGENDA INCLUDES:- 

• The new Relationships, Sex and 
Health Education guidelines 

• Follow up from last term’s uniform 
consultation 

Come and try some tasters and meet Amy our 
Nutritionist 

Speak to us about the catering we provide and 
we can discuss nutritional information too 

 
We look forward to seeing you 

Meet our Nutritionist 
We will be at Ivydale Bellwood on 12th  

February at 4pm—5pm 

Come and try some tasters and meet Amy our 
Nutritionist 

Speak to us about the catering we provide and 
we can discuss nutritional information too 

 
We look forward to seeing you 

Meet our Nutritionist 
We will be at Ivydale Inverton on 26th February at 

4pm—5pm 
 

NURSERY PROVISION 

From September we will be offering 30 hour 
funded places in nursery as well as 15 hour 

funded places.  



EYFS NEWS 
In Reception, we have taken a break from learning about space to 
celebrate Chinese New Year. The children have been using chopsticks 
to eat the delicious ginger and vegetable noodles we made. 
They spent time learning about giving the gift of red envelopes with 
money inside to family and friends. This helped children to learn 
about money and how to pay for things using 1ps and 2ps. The 
classes spent time building their junk modelling skills through 
making Chinese dragons.  In Nursery we have been continuing to 
learn about traditional tales and building children's understanding of 
story sequences through story maps. The children have spent time 
baking delicious gingerbread men and counting out objects as they 
decorate giant gingerbread men.  Date for you diary:  Tuesday 17th March - Reception trip 
to the National Gallery.  We will be holding an Early Years 'Take One Picture' exhibition on 
Thursday 2nd April straight after school in the Early Years hall. To help us fundraise for a 
new traversing wall in our outside area, you will be able to buy your child's beautiful artwork 
for £1! just like a real art exhibition. Jan Harpley, Assistant Head 

PHASE 1 NEWS 

In Phase One we are very excited about the Stay & Play session for 
parents next week (Bellwood, Wed 12th, 2:30-3pm). The children 
would love to show you what makes playtime so fun at Ivydale. Some 

of our Year 3s have been thinking carefully 
about what they do at playtime, why they love 
it and how they keep safe; if you come along, 
feel free to ask the children more about it and 
have a go at playing with the loose parts 
yourself. We also need your help to build 
something wonderful with the new Kit Camp, a 
play resource kindly donated by ILOF to further enrich the children's 
play experience. OPAL play would not be the success it is without 
your donations and we are currently looking for a range of loose 
parts, particularly bakery crates and wooden planks. Please bring 
anything you find to the Bellwood office. Many thanks for your 
continued support. Helen Easton, Assistant Head 

PHASE 2 NEWS 

I have been reminded this week of how stimulating and exciting the 
learning in  our school truly is. This morning, I  was serenaded by 
sounds of Ukuleles in  Year Four,  with every child leaving the 
room grinning from ear to ear,  then I was invited to watch Mongolia 
class perform self choreographed  dance routines which were both 
rhythmic and entertaining and finally I eavesdropped on a debate in 
Year 6  about  whether workhouses should be re-introduced. How 
wonderful that the children are so enthralled  by the work they 

have been doing in class related to the Victorians! And of course over the last few weeks 
Year 4 and 5 have had cycle training.  Lastly a huge thank you to ILOF for the fantastic 
discos, with a special shout out to Leila, Emilia, Angelle, Myla, Nia, Tiffany, Astrid, Jesse and 
Reggie, supported by their parents, who helped to raise £160 towards the end of year 6 trip. 
Vicki Reeves, Assistant Head



SPRING TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
•Friday 7th February - Number day 
•Monday 10th February (all week) - Year 1 cycle training 
•Tuesday 11th February Year 1 to the local church 
•Tuesday 11th February - Inverton parents’ evening 
•Wednesday 12th February - Bellwood OPAL Stay and Play session for 

parents at 2.30pm 
•Wednesday 12th February - Bellwood parents’ evening 
•Monday 17th - Friday 21st February - HALF TERM 
•Tuesday 25th February - Bellwood parents’ evening 
•Wednesday 26th February - Inverton parents’ evening 
•Friday 28th February - Parent Information Session at 9.15am 
• Monday 2nd March (all week) - Reception cycle training 
•Wednesday 4th March - Year 4 to the Festival Hall 
•Thursday 5th March - Class Photos 
•Friday 6th March - Year 5 Art exhibition for parents at 9.15 
•Friday 13th March Year 6 Spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) parent 

workshop at 9.15 
•Monday 16th March (all week) - Year 1 cycle training 
•Tuesday 17th March - Reception to the National Gallery 
•Thursday 19th March - Kenya class assembly at 9.15 
•Friday 20th March - ILOF Quiz Night 
•Monday 23rd March (all week) - Reception cycle training 
•Wednesday 25th March - Year 3 Mayan Exhibition for parents at 2.30pm 
•Thursday 26th March - Japan class assembly at 9.15 
•Monday 30th March - Take One Picture week 
•Thursday 2nd April - Denmark and Egypt assembly at 9.15 
•Friday 3rd April - LAST DAY OF TERM - Bellwood finish at 2pm, Inverton finish at 

2.10pm 
•Monday 6th April - Friday 17th April - EASTER HOLIDAY 
•Monday 6th April - Thursday 9th April - Easter Playscheme 
•Monday 20th April - FIRST DAY OF SUMMER TERM 

EASTER PLAYSCHEME 

MONDAY 6th APRIL - THURSDAY 9th APRIL (sign up week beg Monday 16th March)  

SUMMER PLAYSCHEME 

MONDAY 27th JULY - FRIDAY 14th AUGUST (sign up week beg Monday 29th June)



 

Ivydale Primary School & Children’s Centre Term and Holiday Dates 2019/2020 
 

 
Autumn Term 2019  
Inset day:  Monday 2nd September, Tuesday 3rd September 
Term starts:  Wednesday 4th September – Friday 18th October 
Half term:  Monday 21st October – Friday 25th October 
Term Starts:  Monday 28th October – Thursday 19th December 
 
Spring Term 2020  
Inset day:  Monday 6th January 2019 
Term starts:  Tuesday 7th January – Friday 14th February  
Half term:  Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February  
Term Starts:  Monday 24th February – Friday 3rd April 
 
Summer Term 2020 
Term starts: Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May 
Half term:  Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 
Term starts: Monday 1st June – Tuesday 21st July 
 

 
 
Public Holidays 
25th December 
26th December 
1st January 

Wednesday 
Thursday 
Wednesday 

Christmas Day 
Boxing Day 
New Year’s Day Holiday 

10th April Friday Good Friday 
13th April Monday Easter Monday 
8th May Monday Early May Bank holiday 
25th May Monday Spring Bank holiday 
30th August Monday Summer Bank holiday 
    

 

Ivydale Primary School & Children’s Centre Term and Holiday Dates 2020/2021 
 

 
Autumn Term 2020  
Inset day:  Tuesday 1st September, Wednesday 2nd September 
Term starts: Thursday 3rd September – Friday 23rd October 
Half term:  Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 
Term Starts:  Monday 2nd November – Friday 18th December 
 
Spring Term 2021  
Inset day:  Tuesday 5th January 
Term starts:  Wednesday 6th January – Friday 12th February  
Half term:  Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February  
Term Starts:  Monday 22nd February – Wednesday 31st March 
 
Summer Term 2020 
Term starts: Monday 19th April – Friday 28th May 
Half term:  Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 
Term starts: Monday 7th June – Friday 23rd July 
 

 
 
Public Holidays 
25th December 
26th December 
1st January 

Friday 
Saturday 
Friday 

Christmas Day 
Boxing Day 
New Year’s Day Holiday 

2nd April Friday Good Friday 
5th April Monday Easter Monday 
3rd May Monday Early May Bank holiday 
31st May Monday Spring Bank holiday 
31st August Monday Summer Bank holiday 
    

2019-20      2020-21

Friday


