
Dear Ivydale families,   

Yesterday I watched the US 
presidential inauguration - 
the traditions, the music, 

the sense of history, the dignity, the 
powerful words of unity and of 
course the first female and first 
black and South Asian vice-
president taking office.  I was 
particularly struck by the words of 
the young poet, Amanda Gorman 
and if you haven't had a chance to 
hear or read her poem "The hill we 
climb" from the ceremony then I 
would urge you to do so, 

“When day comes, we ask ourselves, 
where can we find light in this 
never-ending shade? … 
There is always light.  Only if we are 
brave enough to see it. 
There is always light.  Only if we are 
brave enough to be it.” 

The world is certainly feeling a little 
brighter. 
With many thanks for your 
continued support, 
Helen Ingham, Headteacher 
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Dear Ivydale Children,  

It certainly is a very unusual Easter holiday for us all this 
year and so throughout the holiday on my twitter feed 
(@IvydaleHT) I thought I would take you on a virtual 

holiday.  So far this week we've been to the zoo, to a dinosaur 
museum in the USA, to football stadiums around the world and 
inside the Great Pyramid at Giza. Keep your eyes open to see where 
we go next! 

I wonder how many of you have seen our 
rainbow on the doors at Bellwood?  I've certainly 
noticed lots in windows when I've been coming 
to and from school over the last week or so.  I 
imagine lots of you have also been clapping on 
Thursday evenings as a way of say thank you to 
all the nurses, doctors, caregivers and other 
critical workers who are working so hard at the 
moment.  Although we are all in our own 

homes, this is a way of doing something together and so tonight, 
when we are all clapping and saying thank you, also remember that 
lots of your friends and classmates as well as the adults in school are 
also clapping at the same time.   

Ask your mum or dad to take a photo of you clapping this evening 
and email it to me (headteacher@ivydale.southwark.sch.uk).  I'd like 
to make a big collage of all the pictures I get sent which I'll post on 
the website and twitter for you all to see. 

Take care and have a happy Easter, Helen  
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Dear Ivydale Children, 
Welcome to the final half term of this school year. 

During this half term we are continuing with home learning for 
everyone while also welcoming more children back to school.  
We have introduced google meets for every class so that you 

have a chance to catch up with your class teacher/s and some of your 
classmates so make sure you know what day and time your meet is taking 
place.  I know your teachers are planning some fun activities for this time 
and I think you’ll really enjoy these.  Whether you are continuing to learn 
at home or will soon be learning in school for some of the week, don’t 
forget we are one school. 

To remind us that we are one school, I am launching another 
photo project - “Always Learning”.  I’d like everyone to email 
me one photo of you learning at home 
(headteacher@ivydale.southwark.sch.uk).  It might be of you 
doing one of the home learning activities, or practising a 
musical instrument, another skill such as keepy-uppies or a new skill 
you’ve learnt during lockdown.  Maybe it will be a photo of you cooking or 
helping with the housework.  The possibilities are endless - as is the 
learning you are doing at home. 

You managed to send nearly 100 clapping for carers photos - can you beat 
that total over the next half term?  I will arrange for all the photos from 
both these projects to be displayed in school for when everyone returns. 

Take care, Helen

Can you help make June a joyful month by doing the actions 
on the calendar on the other side of this letter?

FREE SCHOOL MEAL 
VOUCHERS 

Families in receipt of benefits related 
free school meals will receive their first 
eCode to access supermarket vouchers 
this week.  If you think you are eligible 
for benefits related free school meals 
then please contact the school office.  In 
addition, if you need support with 
providing food for your children while 
they are not in school but are not eligible 
for benefits related free school meals, 
then please contact us as well. 

STAFF TESTING 

Did you know that one in three people with coronavirus doesn't 
show any symptoms and are contributing to the spread of the 
virus?  Southwark have recently opened a test centre for rapid 
testing for critical workers and in the next week or so, twice weekly 
voluntary testing of all school staff will begin.  While the testing itself will 
happen at home, the responsibility of organising and overseeing the programme is 
yet another additional responsibility that has fallen to schools.  However, it is a 
positive step in reducing the spread of the virus and the risk to people's health and 
ultimately a step to us getting back to normal. 


